
        My Deliverance

This message is to all my brothers and sisters wandering in the wilderness, 
complaining against God, enslaved to false beliefs, and unbelief towards God. I 
represent millions of born again Christians all over the world who have lived their 
Christian lives by sense and reason without the Holy Spirit, living in their human 
understanding, trying to know God in their head;

       My desire this morning is to allow God to have His way with me, and for Him 
to speak through me from my heart, where He lives. My Father’s purpose for me 
is to testify of my experience as to how, as a born again, but a carnal Christian 
for 30+ years, He delivered me, from wandering in the wilderness (trying to know 
God in my intellect), and how He led me, to cross the river Jordan through the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit (knowing God in my heart). This truly was the 
beginning of my knowing God, personally (for real) in my heart (my spirit) for the 
first time since I was born again. This is in contrast to those years I spent simply 
gathering information about God in my head. It seems right that I should give a 
brief background of my spiritual condition at some different points in time in my 
life. I’ll begin at my conversion. At 25 years old I was brought to my knees one 
night crying out to God to be delivered from drugs and alcohol, (I had put myself 
and others through much suffering to get to this point). That night through a 
television evangelist I heard the simple Gospel message in my heart and 
believed that Jesus loved me, bore my sin on the Cross for me, and forgave me. 
Tears of gratitude streamed down my face and a joy I never experienced before 
took possession of me, and I knew I was forgiven. I became born again 
(spiritually). I didn't understand then that God at that moment gave me a brand 
new spirit (a new heart), in (Eze 36:25,26) God says, “Then I will sprinkle clean 
water on you (the word of God, the Gospel),"Moreover, I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit within you and you will be clean…”, and that this 
new birth experience was on account of what God says in 1 Pet 1:23 “for you 
have been born again…through the word of God.” I began attending a local 
church. I was taught to read the Bible on my own, and do the best I could in my 
own efforts to obey it. I was also told to come once a week to listen to teaching 
on a verse by verse, Genesis to Revelation method, of mentally analyzing the 
Bible, having no understanding what God says in (1 Cor 2:11) “…no one knows 
the things of God (His word, the Bible) except the Spirit of God.” and that He 



is only knowable to my spirit (not my intellect). It didn't take long to see that all my 
attempts in my own efforts were useless to live out what I read in the Bible. 
Dishearten, and disillusioned, I spent many years in and out of the local church, 
all the while diligently studying the scriptures, reading it cover to cover several 
times, as well as watching Christian TV and listening to Christian radio almost 
daily. I was an avid reader of spiritual books, even authors who knew the 
authentic Christian life. Making true God’s words in (2 Tim 3:7) “Ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” My spiritual condition 
throughout these years was like those around me in the Churches I attended. I 
was not free from the sin that was condemning me and dominating my life, and I 
didn't believe I could be. In (Isa 59:2) God says, “…your sin has separated you 
from your God…”  By the standards of the Christians around me I appeared 
normal. In my human efforts, I accomplished many things in the natural life, a 
successful career, a large family, a home and material things, but my inner life 
was plagued with worry, fear, doubt, anger and addictions. I didn't understand 
just as God says in (1 Cor 2:14)  “The person without the Holy Spirit does not 
accept the things that come from the Spirit of God (I stopped with my intellect 
God’s living word from entering my heart) but considers them foolishness (like 
to believe I could actually be freed from sin), and cannot understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned (knowable only in my spirit) only 
through the Holy Spirit.” From time to time the Holy Spirit would try to 
communicate to my heart by making a scripture come alive with understanding, 
but the words were quickly stolen by the god of this world satan. Satan, the 
enemy of our souls, comes to rob, kill, and destroy the life of God, His living 
words in our heart. In (2 Cor 4:4) “Satan, who is the god of this world, has 
blinded the minds of the unbelieving (unbelieving believers included).” God 
Himself says in (Rom 8:7)  “…the mind that is the human nature (the carnal or 
natural mind, my brain) is hostile toward God (it is the enemy of God). It 
refuses to submit to the authority of God's Law (His word) because it is 
powerless to do so.” and (Eph 4:18)  “Their minds are full of darkness; they 
wander far from the life God gives because they have closed their minds 
and hardened their hearts against him.” This life of human effort and Bible 
head knowledge was accepted and encourage as the normal Christian life by 
virtually all those in the congregations I attended, even by the leadership! I as 
well as them had a form of Godliness, but denied the power. We comforted one 
another with endless doctrinal discussions that justified our state. There took 
place a kind of “settling in”, resigning myself to this state of continual 
powerlessness. Pretending, and “fake it till you make it” became a way of life. 



During these years in the Church, I was actively lending and giving ear to every 
contradiction to God’s word under the sun. So much so, that just as I was taken 
captive by the false teachings that abound in the Church, with these false 
teachings I took others captive also.   Two of these false doctrines that most held 
me in captivity were, “The inevitability of sin”, and “The sovereignty of God”. I 
clung to these lying notions about God to justify my living like I was. I became like 
those Jesus spoke to in (Matt 23:13)  ”How terrible it will be for you, scribes 
and pharisees (Christians living in their human intellects teaching false 
doctrines), you hypocrites! You shut the door to the Kingdom of Heaven in 
people's faces. You don't go in yourselves, and you don't allow those who 
are trying to enter to go in.” I was a modern day pharisee just as in (Mark 
7:7,13)  “Their worship of me is worthless, because they teach human rules 
as (God’s) doctrines.” and “You are destroying the word of God through 
your tradition (teachings about God through mental reasoning) that you have 
handed down (taking others captive).” I was what God calls a carnal Christian. 
(1 Cor 3:3)  For you are yet carnal: for while there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are you not carnal, and walk as mere men (living in 
my human nature or flesh, no different than an unconverted person)?” I saw 
God’s word the Bible as a rule book, though being deceived I would have denied 
that. I was living under the Old Covenant, trying to obey the Law, the Bible as I 
understood it. In contrast to this in (2 Cor 3:3,6,7) God speaks about His own 
word the Bible  “ …written not with ink (the written word on the pages of the 
Bible)…but by the Holy Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone (the 
Ten Commandments) but on tablets of human hearts.” (my born again spirit) 
and “…not of the letter (the Bible read with my human intellect) but of the Holy 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Holy Spirit gives life (to God’s word).” I held 
others to the letter of the Law, but conveniently ignored, and secretly continued in 
my own sin, Jesus says in (Matt 23:24) “You blind guides, who strain out a 
gnat (judging the little sin I saw in others), and swallow a camel (over looking 
the great sin of unbelieving pride in my own life).

It took a period of crisis for change to begin. There had been other times of crisis 
but I see now, they were in preparation for this final one. God began tearing 
down this house I was building on sand, and broke ground on the construction of 
His own house. Starting with the removal of the things I trusted in, like my own 
ability to solve my problems, the loss of pleasure in any material things and 
possessions that occupied my heart instead of God, and under the leading of the 
Holy Spirit my wife leaving me for a time (in my estimation she was breaking 
God’s law). All this led to an utter helplessness, a brokenness, even a time of 
deep depression. I cried out to God from deep within my heart “Help Me!”. Just 



like all those years ago at my conversion. In (Ps 51:17)  “The sacrifice pleasing 
to God is a broken spirit. God, You will not despise a broken and humbled 
heart.” God would soon bring understanding that it is as He says in,  (Prov 
20:27) “The spirit of a person (my heart, not my brain) is the lamp of the Lord, 
searching all the innermost parts of their being.” A willingness of heart was 
beginning to develop in me. This willingness was a necessary step in my 
deliverance. He directed me to these same blessed teachers of the deeper 
Christian life, whose books I had read before but with the wrong part of me (my 
intellect which couldn't understand the things of God).  I was greatly influenced 
by Andrew Murray and his book “Humility”. Murray says, “Humility is the place of 
entire dependence on God”. He says, “Humility is simply the disposition that 
prepares the soul (my will, my ability to choose) for living on trust (faith) in God.” 
One powerful scripture Murray quotes in (Matt 18:3,4) was made alive to my 
heart, Jesus says, ”Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become 
like little children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then 
humbles himself as this child…(will enter)” I chose to humble myself. I didn't 
possess humility it was given to me. As I would come to understand Jesus words 
in (Jn 3:27) "No one can receive anything unless it has been given to them 
from heaven.” Actually “it” is a “He”, because humility is the chief nature of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus says in (Jn 5:30) “I can of my self do nothing; as I hear, I 
judge, and my judgment is just because I seek not my own will, but the will 
of the Father who has sent me.” and (Matt 11:29)  “Take my yoke (the Holy 
Spirit) upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart…”. 
As my Father was working in me this grace of humility, He was preparing my 
heart for what was next. In pride, I had vowed never to set foot in the Church my 
wife attended, but that was the very thing He required of me. Laying aside my 
pride I was enabled by God to humble myself and obey. It was there that God 
through Pastor David Leach, confirmed what the Spirit of God had been teaching 
me through Andrew Murray. He began hammering away, with the Living Word, at 
all the false doctrines I had believed for 30 years. One by one tearing down the 
strongholds that held me in captivity. It seemed as though I was being wrenched 
free from satan’s grasp. And I was! It was here that my heavenly Father revealed 
to my heart that even though I inhabited a 56 year old mans body, I was a 
spiritual infant. My spirit bore witness to the reality of my true spiritual condition, 
and I thoroughly embraced it with joy. Light was dawning in my heart that I was 
one of the Father’s prodigal sons, who had left home when I was born again 
(when I was born into the kingdom of God, which is my “Home”), I squandered 
my inheritance, and went off to a far country (living in my human nature, 
gratifying the desires of my flesh). My Father opened the eyes of my heart that all 
I had of Him all those years was “religion”, (doing God oriented things without 



God). He began revealing to me my dire need, and the perilous place I was in. I 
saw my true enemy “Pride” (the nature of satan). In (Prov 16:18)  “Pride goes 
before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.”,  again in (James 4:6)  
“God resists the proud, but gives grace unto the humble.” It was in this 
tender state of heart that I realized my  greatest need was to be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and I saw God’s provision to fill me with His Holy Spirit. Pastor David 
was able to lead me, because he is being led, how to receive the Holy Spirit. 
Leading up to this I was where so many Christians are (totally ignorant) about 
what God through the Apostle Paul asks,  "Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed (when I was born again)?” he asked them. "No," they 
replied, "we haven't even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” I was directed to 
words like these in (Jn 16:13) “…the Spirit of truth…, He will guide you into 
all truth (the word of God, Jesus Christ is truth). In (Matt 3:11)  “He (Jesus) will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit…” Seeing myself now as a little child I allowed 
these words and others to have entrance into my heart, not being intercepted by 
my prideful intellect. God’s simple requirements to be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit are, I must see my need and truly desire, ask my Father for the Holy Spirit,  
In (Luke 11:13) Jesus says "If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” I must be willing to obey the the Holy 
Spirit, In (Acts 5:32) “…the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey Him.” I must believe that when I ask, He gives me the Holy Spirit, and I in 
fact have the Holy Spirit, in (Gal 3:2) “You foolish Galatians (Christians)!…did 
you receive the Holy Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing (with 
child like faith) what you heard?” After receiving the Holy Spirit, two distinct 
things happen. First, I knew that I was His child. This beautiful promise 
gladdened my heart in, (Rom 8:15) “…the Spirit of adoption as His children 
by whom we (I) cry, “Father, our (my) Father.” And also in (Rom 8:16)  “…The 
Holy Spirit himself bears witness with our (my) spirit that we are the 
children of God…” Secondly, For the first time I began to grow spiritually, the 
Teacher now living in me, brought words like these in, (James 1:21) “…humbly 
receive the implanted word (the word of God believed in my heart), which is 
able to save your soul ( my will, my ability to choose).” God says in (Prov 1:23) 
"Turn to Me when I warn you. I will generously pour out my Holy Spirit on 
you. I will make my words (the Bible) known to you.”, and so now  (1 Pet 2:2) 
“…like newborn (spiritual) babies, long for the pure milk of the word (God’s 
word), so that by it you may grow (spiritually)…

In conclusion, I no longer see myself after the flesh as a capable adult, but as a 
little spiritual child. And God, my all wise Father is now training me up in the way I 



should go. He leads me by His Holy Spirit, and I gladly follow. (Prov 3:5,6)  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will (by His Holy 
Spirit) direct your paths.” I now know my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
and that I am not my own, that my body and spirit are his. I have learned how to 
hear the voice of my Father, Who is a Spirit, speaking to my spirit and I am 
agreeable to everything He has to say to me personally. I no longer see the Bible 
as Law, but as the life and nature of Jesus Christ, that when believed in my heart 
changes me into His likeness. These truths and others that I have hidden in my 
heart, have made me free and keep me free. Jesus said in (Jn 8:32) “…you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” I have become a lover of 
the truth. All that lies behind, I’ve let go, all that I thought I knew of God I have let 
go. I have drawn near (to my loving Father) with confidence to the throne of 
grace, so that I have received mercy and found grace (His words) to help in time 
of need. Now I hear the heart of Jesus and His heart has become mine,

Matt 23:37  ”Jerusalem, Jerusalem (the Church), who kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to her! (they cut off with their natural minds, and 
resist the Holy Spirit speaking to them through His anointed ones) How often I 
wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were unwilling.”

For further teachings on The Baptism with the Holy Spirit, False Doctrines, 
Law vs Grace, Pride and Humility, Old and New Covenant, Two Kinds of 
Knowledge, Mental Assent vs Revelation Knowledge, and more go to, 
madelikechrist.com


